Austro-Serbian Antagonism

the Serbo-Croat coalition which had been carrying on
successful propaganda in favour of the union of all South
Slav elements. Thirty-one of them, accused of high
treason and affiliation with Serbian secret societies, were
condemned by the Agram court to hard labour after a
charge and trial of so scandalous a nature that they had
subsequently to be pardoned. The documents on which
the prosecution had relied to justify the charge of con-
spiracy with the complicity of Serbia against the Austro-
Hungarian State were afterwards utilized by the historian
Friedjung, whom the leaders of the coalition brought to
justice in their turn; and it has been established by
the Czech professor Masaryk that these documents were
forged at the Austrian legation in Belgrade.

The revelation of these forgeries provided one more
element to increase the Serbian hatred of Vienna; and
also made a great stir abroad., to the moral detriment of
the Dual Monarchy, the effects of which still persisted
in the month of June

The Balkan Wars
The Balkan wars of 1912 and 1913 which followed the
Italo-Turkish war of 1911, deepened Serbia's resentment
against Austria. In 1912, when the armies of the Balkan
League, formed (under the auspices of Russia) between
Serbia, Montenegro, Bulgaria, and Greece, had defeated
the Sultan's army, captured Macedonia, and reached the
gates of Constantinople, Austria decided to mobilize
against Serbia in order to prevent her from reaping the
fruits of her victories. She opposed the acquisition by
the Serbian kingdom of a port of access and a naval base
on the Adriatic; she sought to thwart its development
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